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FLAW FOR OTIfgRSAL DOffHORADIIG 
of 

MILITARY DOCOMEHTS 


*OT£ £ This plan to designed to oxpodito and simplify 
the reduction of ourrent olaasif ioation of documents on 
hood* la order that the cor root classification can to 
achieved without tho expenditure of many thousand man-hours. 
Initially, it is dooirod that all War Department afooeioo 
iadioat* concurrence or roooaaond changes or exceptions. 

Tho fiaal War Department plan will than ho presented to 
XJ. S. Havy and Allied Power* for acceptance or modification. 


1. All cryptographic material, including incoming and outgoing 
meeaagos, will remain la it* proamt classification. Tho safeguarding 
of cypher systems la a continuing function, and, notwiths tanding , 
neseage content will not be downgraded. Hence the provisions of this 
plan do not apply to cryptographic item*. 

2* All documents now classified fop Secret and dated prior to 

1 October IMS will bo examined by originator and will ho downgraded 

to conform with current significance. It is assumed that by 1 October 
new doounents will he classified according to peaoetiM standards, 
and no downgrading will ho noeoeeory. Originators will distribute a 
list of all their Top Scoret Documents to all original addressees 
announcing tho new classification. Every effort will ho made to 
roach Restricted or lower in this downgrading. This list will ho in 
tho hand* of 1 addressees by 1 lo venter IMS. All Top Secret files 
will ho reclassified accordingly by 15 Wovesber 1945. 

5. All documents new classified Secret or Confidential and dated 
prior to 1 October 1946 will be autooaiTeally downgraded to Restricted 
on 1 January 1948. On this date, all repositories containing dscrwS 
or Confidential documents will he labeled as follows* 

All DoouM&te Herein 
are Classified Restricted 
Effective 1 January 1946 

In order to conserve labor, documents will remain unchanged 
until tho occasion arises for their use, Upon being extracted from the 
newly designated "Restricted File," documents will autoMtioally be 
stamped as fellows* 


RESTRICTED 

This document is reclassified 
effective 1 January 1946 
pursuant to authority , . . • 


OSD REVIEW 
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4* According to this plan all doounents originating cm or 
after 1 Oetobar IMS ara not to to downgraded. All documents dated 
prior to 1 October 1946 except fop Secret doouasnta beoom* Restricted 
All fop Secret documents will be reolastified and posted arcordihgly"’ 
by llTaOveSber 1948. 

6. Consideration will be given at a later date to downgrading 
the Restricted material. At. this tine, however, the purpose of the 
plan is to reduce cl ass if lost ion to a real is tie level and still 
retain Military control over Military documents. 
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